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FIGHTING THEM OVER

—_—

Whe Recapiured the De Gres Battery
in the Battle Before Atlanta.

—————

To the Editor NaTioNAL TRisusE:

There has been a grest denl said and writien
[ ) t(}“'!i'l I J'.’iil{li.'l_‘-j lll:t' s .A}_-! I’..' “;1'1-5 1.1-
nois battery, ou July 22, 1564. A comrade from
Independoanes, Kan,, for instanoe, stats s that the
Third brigade, Fust division, Filteenth Apnmy
Corps, (Gen, C.R. Woods) was in the charge that
rocaplburcd the battery, General Sherman, in
his Memoirs, just says what Colonel Carsaca-
don, of the Ninih lows, yeperied to him. The
History of lowa Reghwents. on page 211, says:
“The Fourth aud Ninth lowa recaptured 1k
Gres’ bsiters and turned them on the foe. A
portion uf the Sixteeuth Corps ROW came up
and claimed a share of the honor, bat it wus
awarded by both General Shorman and Woo
to the Sacond brigade, First division, Fiftsent:
Army Corgs.” Permit me o say that Colonel
Carsncadon is sadly mstaken, s thadd-
Jew, in his sceount of the ocou
A. Burnay, of Sae City, gh
e mistuk i The men and the commanders,
Now, the fact ig, we had the battery at lcost
five minute hefore any others troops came U,
As to the =tatement that one gun burst whiia
in the bands of the rebels, that isa sad mis-
take, It burst while possession of compa-
nies G snd K, Bixtysixth llincls Westert
sharpshos ors. T pulled out one of the sp
with my own fingers, it being a 20-penny nxil,
By publishing the followingz accounnt
my journal, of the battle of Atlania, juoly
1864, you will get the true slory of the allsir.
Davyrox, Onio. A VETERAX,

WHAT THE DIARY SAYA
Friday, July 2 1864 —The woeather very pleas.

ant. Shgbn ohirmishing at daylichd in our Oout
and iu frest of the Army of the Teunessee, ur-
ing the nicin of Jaly 71, the rolswels evacunted their
line and fell bock o their %, BORrer
lanta. The Army of the Tennesae v
wwhick threw ot Gencrad Thomns W. Sweeas
SeooRd divieson, Sixteenth Army Corps, sand pineed
it in rescr Tae Areay of the Tonnesses was
jormed in » following ot I'hre Seventeenth
Army Corg the extremme R ol General W, T
Shernen s sy, the Filleontt Army Corps oa Lhe
rigit of the Scventeenth A
on the Twonty-thurd Arey Corps,
ard House, oun the Angusta JLllrood,
ing the amur, Genersd T. W, Saee
dividon sl Gremeral Jolin Faller's Vo
fon. Sixtecstli Anny Corps, exc-jd the Seeorsd birg- |
ade, Fourtl eivision, Sixtecuih Armay Corps,
ned J W, Spomigue’s) waa <talions] ot D -
Ga., to gusra the Army of the Tennessee's supply
trein. 1 wock o walk to the fromt, st Terry's ol
with H. B sortsman, Fred. W, Hofl'beaer, Henury
J. Krimer and Asron Hallepbeck, of compuny &,
Bixty-sixth Jllinois vsleran volunieer nfotry.
From the upper floor of the inill we could sec the
Johnnies ot work on their new Hine of works around |
Attanta; aiso had s fine view of Atlats snd could |
soo (he rebel soudiers moving to the left of our
lines. The Twenty-third Kempooky and One Hun- |
dred and Zloventh Ghio, of (he Tweonly-Lhisd Army

, ou the skirmish line, commeneed sharp-
shooting frinn Terry's Mill, on Sager Creeks, about
Sam Th: skirmishing was lively in our front,
and the rebels opomsed 8 baliery on the mill, cow-
prliing us to lewve., The rela] cilizeons and sloves
were sy Uaoowing up works, while General J. B,
Hood’s tveops were marching to batie, aud mov-
ing 10 the sout e of Allania, ss wo conld planly |
seo from e top of the mifl We #J1 back and
Joined our rogisnent, in the resr of the Fifteenth |
Armny Corps, skirmishing en our leff and rear.
General Sweeny's Seoond division, Sidoceth Army
Oorpe, wes orderad (o march o Deontar, Ga, and
did so ut 10 a. m. The rutile of musketry was |
wvery brisk, with un o _asional m of arullery,
fnoreasiug. as we moved on at double-quick—
companie=s A and G in advance of the Second brig- |
ade, Second division, Sixteentlhs Army Corps. We
would see our cavalry skirmishing in front, in the

opon piam where the Army of the Tennes-
see's supply Uruin was parked. The battle norens- |
fngon the left of the Army of the Tennessee, we |
double-guickod 10 the left of the Seventoenth Army
Corps and our cavalry, and, to il up a gap in cur
line, we crossod the Angista Rwlroad snd marched |
©u a z'-h il 1o our pross . While on this move, |
the General J. B. ‘
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of the Tesnease, T bey thee rigint flank and
o open valley. We encou Liar- |

dee's corps, and the Sixty-sicth lilinois Wezom }
sharpshiovter: cmme to & hali wheel and opened |
fireon tiwe retsc! iine, with thetr Henry rifies, check- |
? them lung enough for Colouc] August Mersy, l
the Ninth lineis, 1o form the ald Scoond brig- |
sde—Ninii, Twelfth and Sicy-sixth Hilwois sod |

Eighty-first Clio. While eagagisd here, an sid of |{Corps.

General J. U, Moiherson came to General Sweeny,
ordering him to double-guwk, for God's sake, 10
the Sovonteenth Army Corps, as the rebels |
in the front, flank and rear, and were fight-
on all sides of their works, so thaty they eould
hold their position half au hour longer, The
was now very hot, snd the rattle of musketry
incessant, uakiug it stil! hotter. Afler the Grst |
check of the rv in our front, the mea rested Sor
® lintle wiule, the rttle of musketry and roar of |
eriillery inoreasing to our rigld and rear, and n
e ; whesee we bod come in G mora-
fug. It wus ns stondy et Shilch, Tenn., on that
over memorsile Sanday. April 6, 1962,
THE FIGET AT BALDL BILL.

While the reriment was re-ting here, skirmish.
ing commenced agein in our front.  Said Lieuten- |
st P. P. Ellis to the boys: ~ They are shootiug

317 1 twid hin 1 gusssed lh:?

ones. Al the sane uwe Major

I guve orders for conmpanics A K and

Bixty-sixth illinois—or Uox's beignde, as the bors |
willed these throe companiss—iosdvancs st doubie- |
quick. Wewcentabout s hall mile through the ulain,
end on the loiof Bald Hill, whereihe lox grass was |
sbout e feel higgh, The rebels opened on com-
Ppantes A aud U, when eomnpany K cune up and |
she raitie of the Henry repusaing rifle eonid be |
besrd above the ratthe of the minie or Endiald
pitle. Weoe wers oomunanded by Caplain W. 5,
Boyd, of compuny A, who coolly deploved our line
of skirmishers ou the right, K in the ocuter and G
B the lefi. We charged the rolwd skirmishers |
sud drove thirw inlo the woed<, lun bafore Colonel
A K Canpbell oould deploy the regiment the |
pebel General Walker's division churged us i |
sovens jipes deoep, and, oli] whist n sight that was |
Shis besuiifel day—1he rebisl line in full view, aod |
sdvapcing ol right shoulder 2lift arms, Wheir guns
Slistening tu tie sun!  They came with a yell acd |
& burrak:, sach as only Johuuy Heb could give, bug |
1l wWere locl b}‘Juﬁl a8 stubborn i’-é:.‘\' ‘i’h;;ﬁ'!. |
and the buile beoume goeoneral fu front of Goeneral |
Sweeny's divison, Defore we had time 1o cooid
barriendes Loy chioged us ppmain, gaining our lses
i forcing us Lack. : the Tenucssce
eupply train, parked between Doeontur gund our
Foux, wis ibc object of the wliack. Geaerasl Wim,
! s Uoops hud been lying in sipls of the |
large supply Laln since norsine,
bave enplurcd the whole 1
St direction were now ¥
MoPherson, with his oo
l’h“!l“hl LTI 0. 1 P T
Wigion, 1o the LA, which anved just
Jurdee's enlculations, and the ol a0 wa
Wy sved v Uclonel Morsy » ud hrigade,
our mght aoud rear the roar of nrull ry nodl Lhe rat-
gl ol mn=Sotry waus termific. Wkile our boys were
ehxpugiug the 3oeils on the righ: we uld =
ornl Butes onal yebels pamesad a0 solld eol-
WIS O 1200 uech, eamming up th
Sl in less Lo Do timee Geaeral
brigade chiar 204 our regir
Sl foraviuicitd !
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round, untl] ovr

Urderly Ser-
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hils eapdare our

and tne

and givs €
Sixty-sixth hiioois,

e of the uih, Twelfids s:d
Pecond and Seventh Jown, Sizty-mxth Indisns sl
Eighty-findt Uliio, with & shout, jumped uyp smd
Charged the relusl Lve, rotsiciog their knap ks,
which they ol used as hweasworks, driving thwe
rebols down the ravine in = solid mass. We L
them e ol we ud of our siatoen shpoters. Al
the smana tinae the Florida baiox nud Second aud
Fifth Kenowky, O 8, A, churged Uie Second and
Beventh lowa, Sixty-sizih ludias, Fishly-lirs
Ohta, Twelllh snd Fifly-scconéd Illinsis. Then
Gen, Mervill's rigede of e Fourth division, Six-
tecuth Army Corps; Tweuly-seveuth and Thirty-
minth Chio, Itghleenth Misouriand Sixt v-fourih
Jlinais anade o penered chargs
First Miswurl, bottery I, and Fourteenlh Ubie
battery ra g shiol and shell wto the rebel ranks,
&bl deove thom back ioto the woods in confasion,
A COCETTR-CRANGE

There (e rolids reformed and in tmrn charged
our lines will: desperste fury, For a while the
Sontendmgy lous of bettle swaved 1o and
Iike the waves of the ocenn. [t wos g grand si
#vch g5 en dou’L see vory ofton.  Battery H, Fi
Mizgouri, fired six bomdved shot and shell iuto the
) awry was foroed o

Feind ranics, ar Last the: ¢
s as they fell back,

i ———

i
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retive,. We ed the yebu
taking a rom iy prisoncrs, for they surren-
dered by e Lianedres H B Sertssan Asron
Tudlewt iz | o ’, K d. Holfbaner, O
H, 13;3 i v
o the itk K oatand
she Nt § Rk :
mortaly wos b Captsin M.
Licutenant 19 1% I20is was shot i Cie gide,

putsy G lmd thvee mwen killed and soven wounded,

: 4 Enspenel Lad o buliet-hole through

i tost 365 e in kiled and woundd-
verstid Hng rece.ved gixty-pigit holes

i
P

: sress were Kilhed sid seven wonaded,
We nloo coptiird the colors of the Sixth Flarida,
o this battis of Bald Hill, The Secoud division,
Sixteenth Ary Corps, indesd, saved the Army of
the Tennes— Inom & disnstrons drefeat. killed and

: thro;gh our lines and

$
1 3

| piis and e

| We
{ 9p. ., wiiile

' also T'r""._?;lll;t'!; some men of the

v Comrade

| H]J!k(‘d

| & few days later,

{ the enlonel stightly wonnded.

eapture our supply train.
The Second brignde—Col. August Mersy—double-
quicked to the right and formed in line of battie
along the Augustu Railroad. Here wo met the
Second division being driven back and in full re-
treat and the rcbhel General Stewart close on its
hoels, Gon. Jolin A. Logan ordered the Becond
brigade to double-guick and * remember MePher-
son.” This was the first that we had heard of the
desth of Generat McePherson. The old Second
dignde was tired and fatigued and hardly able to

| 2o, bt ¥ Revenge McePherson V' wasour hattle-ory,
B, 2 3

and we formed in line of battle and charged over
thve rallroad and through the brush {o the deep-cut
at the Howard Louse, Colooel Mersy i'urmeal the
bripgade, with the Twelfth illfiteis on the lefl,
ISchiy-first Ohio in the cenler. I Sixty-sixth Hii-

is on the righit,

wmplelely riddled our colors, kililng one color-
onrerer and wounding four., Colonel
rave the eommand, ** Double-quick, charge | " and
away we went with a yeli, afler the rebels, through
brush and botlom, driving them out of their rifle
apturing Captain e Gres' four-gun
batte of twenly-pound Parrot guns, the rebels
not having time to take it away., They sho
gown the horses in a heap riglt in our s
We woere close on to them, and
¢ sight 1o see the men and horses
r inabeap. Thecredit of recaptur-
r - ompany G, Sixty-zixth
ALldews, PP Ellis, coremanding,) and
iy K, (Lieut. Alvin S. Davis, commanding,)
rebels had iy time to spike the guns with
wonny natis. We pelled them out, and Privates
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as they il

Aagvon Halleabeok, Fred, W. HotMauer, Churles

F. Kimmel, J. W. Sortinan, H. B, Sortinan, Aibet
Gray and M. A, Hattield tumed the picces oa the
robeds, while t. W. 8, Bovd, of eompany A,
puiled the lany ,and away we [fired on the rel
¢le, Dpe piere burst, however, wounding I
Pappett. A\t dusk the fighting ceased, and the
Sixty-sizth Hinols Weslern shmrpshooters were
o Lhe skir h-line. In the offis

hwe Ninth and arili lowa, Col, €
tne Niuth : howor of capturiag De Gres’
batiery, but : stake. Give jmsties to
whom justrwse
their 16-shoot
titled 1o 1l
they were o

olal

Henry repenting rifles,) are en-

listle v
skirmishead

oo gulck for the " Hawkeves,’
te witliin one mile of Atlanta.
Pricate Kimmel, beller known as
" Grunboula” wa
nes=s of the night and in the pine woods, he heard
u =oldier gronuing aud ealling for help, e was
! Dot we the h-lines, and Kim-
asked him what he
in tho dnrk and s
Kimuael replied: *

laying
mel went up y him and
wanted., He looked at him
"Are you o idad or foe ¥
foe.” He eincnlasted: * For God's sake, have pity
on me and give me adrink of waler.,” Kinunel
gave him adrink and tied up his woundd, which
was in the riglit kneés and guite severe. He be
mzead iy A, Thirtiet] i regrissent
S and sebt
Army Uorps, hospital.
& Ninth s, while

d in the nd his hors

W uTien
TIVISION, NIXT0E
Aunrast Mersy,

A, WIS YWolundd

on the
WS

Hily horseisk

mine Billy horse!
mine Gols, mwine Gots, wi is lefi of mine lGisle
Nines!"—as he was wont 1o call the Ninth Hiins
In tins batile snd eh the old Second b %

Ok,

o
-

and Forny-seventh Oliio reg
g taken by Lhe rebels to the

Nmith, Twelnl: and

ments, who were be-
rear, All hail the
Sixty-sixih HHinois sand

| firsi Olilo!

OTHEE VERSIOSS.
To the Editor NaTioxarn Tummuye:

I dislike to spoil good stories, but it is sometimes |

RECeSUry, in _ur-!.'l 10 el al
eredit where it i3 dne,

the treth, and give
In your i=sue of Jure 14th,
oy, wriling from independence,
Ran. astowh red De Gres” battery on the
2dof July, siys: *° Eye Wilness' is very moeh mis-

\-
: tuken wlien bhe savs Colonel Mersy’s Second bri-

gurde, Second divison of the Sixteenth Corps, retook
the battery, end refers o Geperal Sheoman's Mee
meirs to prove his assertion. 1 do pet Enow what
General Shermaen saysin regard (o i, and do not
know but what Gencral C. k. Wood's division of
the Fifteenth Corps took part ia the charge, Buot
know that on that memorsble morning, July
l, we were ordered to fidl in, sand we mecched
way over to the Joit, haltine about 10 o'clock, aud

li'u

| Jay there about two hours, wheu scie firing to our

front sttrseted our attention, and we were ordered

ap to o rail fence that had been converied into a |

breastworl, amnd took position, and we detached

ivur companies and sent them down o o ravine in |

front as skirmisies: bat they bad hardly got de-
ploved before the Johnnies were seen coming out
of the woods on the opposite hill in heavy columuns,
and our compusuics wore ordered back into line and
wo prepared to recsive the rebels. The Fourteonth
hio batiery vulimbered behind on the hill, und
we went ol them with a will, and I tell you our
sexteen shooters did alk ! The detail that buried
the dead sfterwards reported that they buried over
five hundred in front of onr regimeni.  After they
were ropulsed our line fell back about a quarter of
amile and formed a new line. Shortly afier, eur
brignde—which was the Sccond brigade, Second
division of the Bixteonth Corps, conumanded by
Colonel Mersy—was ordered overto helpretake the
works lost by the Sccond division of the Fifteenth
When wo had formed®for the charge,
Colonel Mercy's horse, in arossing a fence, was shot
ander him, and be lunented not a 1itle for his poor
"By, We went up the hill with the usaal Yun-
kee vell, sind when we got in sight of the Jolinniss
they very suddenly found oal that they had urgent
bBusiness in Atianta, and did not siaud on the order
of going, but went 1 once.  When we reached the
works we found a haltery of 20-pound Parrotis, but

to monkeving around the picees, and soon had the
spikes ot nad the guns reloaded and gave the
rebols our parting compliments. Up (o this time
there was no bursiad gon in this battery ; bul with
no rebs in sight some one sugzested the idexs of
throwing a shot into Allanta, and to do 30 it was

| deemed necessary 1o put in & double churge of |

powder, which wus done, a ball was rammed homne,
the piere elevated as high as it would go, and nli
being now resdy the word was giving to fire—and

L)

| she went off 7 SMetal fiirly reined around there for
G, |

awhile, gnd by the debris we concluded the gun
had bursted!  We anticipated a blessing when the
batiery boys camne up, bul instead they seemed

| thankful, as they informad ns they had cracked
| that piepe somo time be

sre and had been afrnid of
i bat, polwithdmnding there was quite a crowd
around the gun when it burst, ot & mnn was hart,
and, though the shot fudled in its mission, we were
thankful fur that. The One Hundred snd Third
Ohiio relicved our regiment that night., Comrade
A. Barney, of company D, isa Iittle off in his letter,
gs it was nol untid after we 4ook Atlanta that we
were made the Fourth division of the Fifieenth

Corps. And, as to Colone! Burke, of our regiment,— |

poence fo his ashes! — he received lus death
wounds at Bome Cross-roads on the 16h day of
May, (when in command of our brigade), and died
And now, Commude Shadiey, if
you were in this charge—and no dould you were
at some point on the hne—perhsps you remember
sesing our boys arcund -those Parrotis about this

| e, You would know them by the guns they

carried (they bonght them themselves), ‘The rebs
used to say we londed themm on Sunday and shot
all the week! However, we were there, and per-

hape Wood's division was also in the charge., Our

| brigade wazall there was from our division, and we

were enoug, General Dodge theught he could
deploy the sharpshooters and hold anything the

! Johnnies could throw against i, sand the rebs used |

ta tell us to just hold up the butts of our guns, so
they could see who we were, and (hey would go
without waiting for us to fire, a5 go they hud to,
or die, nnywsay. J. B. Harpemax,
Drremzg, Omo. Co. H, o6h 111, W, 8. 8.
To the Editor NaTioxar Trmuxe:
hadl in the last TRisUNE, attempts 1o cor-
it of a former writes a8 to who re-
« e Gres battery in front of Atlanta
1552 T
o dell wing of the Sizieenth Corps, under Gen-
ral G. M. Dodge, formed ot noon on July 22, on
ieft of the FI
i end the lefl of the Seventeenth,
ri! MePherson was Killed, nnd there

ohl Sixteenth fought all the nfier- |

carful odds,—o past of the ime hand

z their part of he Seld and closing

yp.m, Aflter the hatlle closed on

nd brigade, Scecond division, Six-

ccmth Army Corps, under command of Calonel
i wis ordered 1o doublequick to the right
o ussist the Fifieenth Army Corps, who had lost a
portion of their i
rullromd,
Moersy's famous homse “ Billy Y was killed, and
Across the rail-
rond we wenl, our regiunent, as usual, “left in
" and o with the rest of the brigade

| tirough the chaparral, relock the section of the

line, eapluring all the Johnnies in the works, eom-
pruy I and company C, of Eighty-first Ohio volun-
teer infantry, coming on to the works right at De
Grres' ballery and assisting in its recanture, Cupe-
tuin De Gres was himself with us. No other memn-

| Ler of his hattery being theve just then, he formed

on the yebels, the |

wen of companies I and €, Eighty-first Ohio

. fantry, iuto & squad to man lis puns,

md | was a member, We put the

guns inlo pee, but by awkwardnes=s and the nse of
an imperfest shell, managed to burst the mmuzzle off
of the gun spoken of, At ten at night we were re-
Heved Ly the Fifteenth Army Corps, and marched
back to our position in the rear of the Seventecnth
Army Corps, These facts I know are true, Sher-
man's Memoles and Comrade L. Bhadley's state-
ment to the contrary notwith=tandiog. Said brig-
nde wis st that Gme Second brigade, Second divis-

- } ton, Sisteeunih Army Corps.  Afiler the fall of At-
-._l |

Lants it wae transferred, snd became Fourth brig-
ade, Fourth division, Fifteenuth Army Corps. ?t.
was conpossd of the Ninth, Twelfth and Sixty-
sizth Illiuofs, urd the Eighty-first Ohio volunieer
infantry, Jd. M. Navion,

Corporal, Co. 1,E1st 0. V. L,
To the Fditor NaTrowar Temose:

Comrmade A. Parney, company D, Sixty-sixth
INingls, says, In Tax Taunrre uftﬂe Hih inst,, that
it was nol Mersy's, but Burke's inimude that meads
the clmrge July 22 1364, If Lie will think a moment
he will remember thint Burke was killed st Rome
Cross-ronds, long before the battle of Atlauta;
also, that we weve nol pat in the Fiftcenth Army
Corps unti]l after Atanta had tsken, " Eyes
Witness™ was s member of compuny E, Sixty-
sizth Ilincis, Deuvsueg, Co, D, 661H IuL,

QAXIAND, TLL,

To the Editor NaTIOXAL TRISUNE:

It has been stated in TEE Trizvse that the De
Gros battery was an Ohio That is & mis-
tuke. Tt was H, of the
the batile of July 22d the rebels
Em. 1 was the orderly. ut the time, of

riffitt, clief of artillery, First di )
Corps,

G
eenth
My, PizssasT, Ta. 1st Jowa "

[We bave recvived a number of other letters
of the same tenor as the above, and contain-
ing substantisliy the same statemont of facts.

a _

While forming here the rebels |

Mersy now |

“inson, David Pageeit, Tom Curtis and |
ith, of company K, Sixty-sixth 1llineis, |

snl history of |
nrsacadon, of

I"heSixty-sixth lilinois, witl |

{ricaptaring the batiery, for |
Ll

At |

« an the pickei-lige in the dark- |

Fhirty-seventh |

Our boys, always in some devilment, got |

Che fudts in the case were these @ | T

eventh Corps, leaving a gap be- |

ine just worth of the Augusis |
Where we erossed the railroad Colouel |

Our correspondent who signs himself “ Co, F,”
Twelfth Illinois, should have appended his
name to his letler if he wished it to receive
attention.—ED.] o

THE SIXTEENTH CORPS,

And Something About the Hard Marching it Did
in the South.

To the Editor NATIONAL TRIBUNE:

I have read with great interest the letters which
you publish from comrades of the various come-
Jands which teok part in the war from 1861 to 1565,
and bhave been anxicusly looking fer something
from some one who was in the same commmand as
[ myself. 1 belonged to General A.J. Smith's com-
mand, Joe Mower's Third division, Sixteenth
Army Corps. which certainly did more marching
and traveling aroand than any other command in
| the service, We aiso did some fighting, but we
never could gel the Johnnies to stay in front of us
ng enough to get acquainted with them, In
wry, 1864, we went with Sherman from

sburg to Meridian, where we tore up the rail-

| roads for about seveniy-five miies, and then, hav-
ing returncd to Vicksburg, were loaned to Banks
i for the Red River expedition, 'We were first taken
' to a point on the Atchafulaya, whete we disem-
t barked, and pext Jday marched thiy® -three miles
| and carried Fort De Russey by assault, just as the
| sun was going down, capinring about 00 prison-
| ers and several pieces of artiliery, small arms, pro-
visions, &c. Embarking on the transporis again,
w were sent to Alexandrin, and while waiting
| for Banks to come up, General Mower went out on
| Bayou Bapids an:d eaplured 460 rebels while they
 were asiecp, without firing & gun,  From Alexan-
| dria we went by bont to Gramd Ecore, and from
| there proceeded o Pleasant il and totally de-
fented Dick Tayior's cornmnnd, thas saving Banks,
with what wagons and artillery he had lefl, from
being captured. [ind our vietory been followed
up at Pleasant Hill, Shreveport would have beeu
tuken and the war in the Trans-Mississippi De-
| partment would have been at zn end. From
Pleosant Hill we marched back to Grnund Ecore,
and thenee up the river lo the relied of the ganbosts
| and transports. We got tham out of a bad fix and
camne el to Grand Ecore, whence we marohed to
Atchafalaya, fighting almost all the tine, and the
last two days having quite a respectable affuir at
ila and Yeillow Bavoun. At the latler place

| nearly as Leavily. We were now again enbarked
on the boats and headed up the M sippi. Om
| our way we iook & two days’ trip aroond Lake
Chircot. where we ensountered Bia
{ hud guite afight before he ran away. At Memphis
| we landed, sad moarched out as far as Tupelo,
where we moet General Forvest and save him the
firsl good ** licking ™ be ever had.

staried out into Mississippi, bat afler gelting as far
Mxford, marched buek to that city,  From Mem-
phis we were dispatched (o St iouls, Mo., sad
1 » started ont alter Pap Price. On this s

¢ most remrkable march that 1 have ever

g5 4%

any record of, traveling over 89 miles in less |
We were tinally withdeawn from |

L thiriy days.
Missourt and sent to Nashville syhere we took part
i the great battle on the loueegnd oth of Decem-
ber, iIaGd, which, ns farwas ooy
in, although we held the center of the line and
were in the front ramk all the time. From Nash-
| ville we set out in pursnit of Hood and marched to

Clifton on the Tennessee River, where we aguin

took transports and went up to Eastport. The

bovs of A. J. Smith's command will never forgset
tiat place. Hations were extremely scarce for
several davs, Here our corps was reorganized, and

we wore bl btio 1 ety 3 i

_ il ision, while the
division of the Seventeenth Corps, that bad been

with nsall the time sinee we 2iaried onthe Red River |

¥V transferred to onr corps. At
in took trausports and went down
Fennessee and Mississippt Rivers to the Gulll,
where we were transfeired 1o an ovean steamer
I and tnken bo Dnuphin Islind. 3We remmained there
about cna month, snd then went by transport up
Fish River to the head of navization, aud mmrehed
neross o S

| down for a reguisy siege,
| Al poon on ihe Sth of April, 1565, everything
| being in readiness, the gunboals, siege guns, fleid
| batteries and mortors opened fire on Spunish Fort
with L300 guns in all, and there wasone continuons
| rear of artillers untii the next morning. at daylight,
| when the tiring eensed and the place was enrried by
| assault by MeAurthur's division, Sixteenth Army
Corpa. At 4 o'clock p. m., Blzkely was assaulisd
and taken, with 3,700 prisoners. On the 10th, Mo-
bile surrendered to o detachment of the One Hun-
dred sad Fourteenth Hlinois infantry. On the same
morning the news of Leo's surrender was all the
ik smong e boys, though no one knew the
soures of the report, and [ do not know to this day
wito brougld th ews, thoagh all believed it to he
true. We were glad the war wis over and proud
of the parl we had taken in suppwessing the rebel-
lion. On the 1Zth of April we staried on the road
to Montgomery, our fices turncd, at last, towards
howe. Uwr road izy through the big pine woods

= . - «
Jor several days, with no encmy in front to dispute
On the 19th, our division bYeing in the

was formnily

OuUr passuage.
rear of the corps, we heard all at once the faint
bovming of artiliery in cur front, and soon it was
heard still nesrer, and everyone thougzibt we had
struck some more Johnnies and a regnlar battle
| was being fought, Nearer and nearer the sound

of the ennnoneame, and then we heard fdut volleys |

of musketry, the rattle of which came eloser and
closer until it scemed o proceed from the brignde

just in froat of oars, when o conrier eame dashing |

wiong the road shouting that Lee had surrendered

and Jeflf Davis was a fagitive, und we sl fired onr

guns in the air, and the regiments and batteries in
| our rear did the snme. There was more home talk
{ that night in camp than had been heard before
| during the war, We all thougsht we would soon be
| bome agnin among our parents, brothers and

sisters and other people’s sisters, but our regiment
| was doomed to disappointment. On the 24h we
| received the sad news of the assassination of our
l beloved President, which cast a gloom over the
whols command. On the 26th we entered Mont-
| gomery, the first capital of the Confederacy, and
hiere our corps was broken up and seattered. My

April 1, 1866, when we were seni to Springfield, Lil.,
and mustered out of service.
SaMUEL ScoTrT,
Co, B, 55th I, infantry vols,
Rarms Crry, Dag, TEs.

Last Words About Jonesboro’,

To the Edilor NATIONAL TRIBUNE:

. In your issue of May 10, I sought to corret an er-
ror in the slatement of Comrade C. H. Fish, con-
cerning the charge at Jonesboro® made by a part of

the Fourteenth Army Corps, believing him to bo |

t honestly mistaken. My statement, as wo!ll os the
stalement of Comrade C. A, B.*Fox, has found
| many erities in both the Second and Third divis-

ionsof salil corps.
to all for their version of the affnir, as only in this

tory of the war be written.

gome depariment, corps or division, or of some
general, or by those who did not have an pegusint-
ance with the fucts. Your column entitied * Flizht-
mg them Over,” i3 an intere ~1in{; anie to the old
soldier. Ile there meets old, tried and true faces,

much as 1t was at the other end of the line when
we gol aletter from some [riend ot home—welcoma,
very weleomea!?

Sonme of our eritics have atlempiled to sustain the
statement of Comrade Fish, while othiers have set
up & target of their own (in our nmne) and fired
{ mway atit. 1 will answer all with the evidence of

Camrade Thonuss Litchfield, Iste of company 1

Fourteenth Ohlo volunteer mfintry,
| of General Baird.

-

Comrnde C, M, Msh deseribes g

charge tint he says was mwade by General Baird's |
order, Coln- |

Third division, General Baird, in lis
pitmenta four yegiments, viz: The Seveniyv-fourth

~eighth Ohio voluateer infaniry. If Com-
| rade Fish is correct, why did General Baird com-
pliment four regiments instead of his entire com-
mand ?

General Jeff U. Davis' Second division of the |
Fourteenth Army Corps, commanded during the |
D. Morgan, (who

Joneshoro’ fight by General J.
y continued in comuoand until the end of the war,)

wis the division that made the charge at Jones-

boro', assisted, afler the repulse of the brigade of |

Regulars, Ly four other regiments from the Third
division. At the commencenient of the tight the
| line was as follows: Third Lrignde ou the right,
Second brignde on their Jefl, (iegulars on the lefi
of SBecond brigade.) The First brignde of Second

e,
Ly

| took the place of the aulars after thelr repualse,
The Third lLvigade took the works on their front
and two picees of artillery; the Second brigude
took the works in their freont and twao pieces of
artillery; the First hrigade also took the works
and captured the artillery in their front; the four
regiments were also suceesaful.
5. €. Hrrcamson,
Late company F, Fifty-sccond Olio V, L,
Mrurex, Mo,

To the Fditor NATIoNAL TRIBUSE:

The boys, in their interesting deseriptions of the
charge at Jonesbore', September 1, 1864, have omit-
ted to stale the part taken by the First brigade,
Second division, Fourteenth Army Corps.  This
brigade was coinposed of five veteran regiments—
the Tenth and Fourteenth Michigan, the Sixteenth
and Sixtieth Illinois, and the Seventeenth New
York, Letus hear from some of the IHinois boys
of this brigude, [. B Rice,

Late First Lieut., Co. F, 10th Mich. V. L.

Masow, IND,

To the Editor NATIONAL TRIDONE:

Inclosed pleass find €1 foranother new subsgriber
to Tue Trisvse, We who read it think it the best
soldier's puper published, It seems to me that the
commdes are setfing matters at rest inr d to
Jonesboro' and other points I mentioned in my
eignal corps articles, just as well as though I my-
self had answered them, Geners! Balnd's order
clinched the Jonesbore' affnir, and the ictter of the
oumrade {rom the Fifteenth United Stalas infantry
gives additional strength to my statements,

Newrox, Iowa. Cranvis H. Fism,

The Man in the Well.
To the Eprror NATIONAL TRIBUSE :

It seemed like from an old aequeintance
to read Comrade W, y's leiter in your issue of
Bay 3l. Iknew all the circumsiances of the case,

nd was Mng:!ou to the well at Anderson-
ville into which he fell. We always spoke of him
as the man who went down into the well to see the
ruiders hung! Would like to icar from some com-
vndo that helped to dig that tunuel at Danville,

s ILLIS
_ Lamarx, Cannorr Co., Tz, * i

| -

I ean obtain o

Has Any Ons s Copy of This Poem

of m entitied *
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ment lost one move than half its number |
d and wounded, and other regiments lost |

aduke, and |

revnnelit Whis con- |
cerned, was the ensiest fight we were ever engaged |

ish Fort and Blakely, where we sab |

| PArsoxs, KAN.

I now wish totender my thanks |
way—by getting iu all the evidence—ocnn a trae lis- |

3 . All the histories I yet |
hate seen were either written by the partisans of |

| asked, *
(mentally ) and thus to hear from old comrades is | A
I auswered * They cannot advance on

—they cannot live—the endinde fire will cut them |

s add from hendguar- |
| eonfuslon.

Lo neel
and s order |

won, Tenth Kentocky and the Fourteenth and |

division and four regiments of the Thind division |

any reader of Tam TRizUXE tell me whers

VERMONT ' VETERANS,

And the Hot Fight They Had At
Savage’s Station.

To the Editor NaTionat. TRInoNE

1 have read the reminiscences of the war in both
the Euast and West published in Tae Trisuse with
great interest, and have been entertained as only
old soldiers who have been through the flery fur-
nace ean be, but I have waited in vain for somne
one to give the earlier history of the Army of the
Potomac. <

1t is the general impression that the war spirit
grew in intensity until the soldiery of both sides
were educated o deeds of more than usnal valor,
but after four yeurs' service—three in the Army of
the Potomae, and one in the South under General
Canby to the close of the war—it is my opinion
that no battles were more closely condested, nor in
ouy a8 heavier loss sustained, in proportion to the
nnmbers engaged, than those which uslhered in
the war,

On the 29h of June, 1862, the army waa swinging
around from the Chickalwminy to the Jumes, and
we—the * Old Vermont Hrigude'—were dragging
our weary steps along, worn out by constant tight-
ing by days and marching by nights. We had
passed Savage's Station, where cords upon cords of
hard-tack and bacon were given to the finmes, and
were nearing White Oak 3waunp when the eolumn
hualted. Aids
that nameless feeling, forcboding a general engage-
ment, pervaded the ranks, Sure enough, General
Brooks, mounted on * 0Old Baldy,” countermarched
the brigade to Savage's Station, where we were de-
plored in line of hattle, supported by the Second,
Third, Fourth and Sixth Verinont volunteers, son-
pusing our brigade (Brooks’). The order cume,
*Fix bayonets! " and with unloaded muskets we
were erdered forword,. We passed the Siation, and
tire briguile swept forwsmi in line of batile, col-
man of brigade, and we entered the woods,
Everyvthing was cuiet, not a shot was heard—
nothing bat the low, quiet, nervous commands of
the oflicers—and we bhegan to ask ourselves if there

had not been another mistake, and there were |
Jut we |
| To the Emitor NaTioxarnL Toipowe: |
The interesting incidents of the war published in |

afler all to be no pninvited gueasts present.
soon got an introduction to them,

The first intimation we received that we were
expected was when we
Poor Bolsier—my

e ".',i';,"

erately fire, and then

! right-hand man—cnught 1t through the head, and
| then the fight beenme general.
We then went |
back to Memphis, and, after o fow days' rest, again |

With unioaded
ft the wools and entered a clearing,

ninskets we ¢

siipported by a line of infintry.  Here the line wus
aited and dressad, under o perfeet storm of ennis-

ter and musket-balls, and ordered to **load and |
I tire at wiil!™ )
Good God! As T remember it now, I cannot help |

wondering why we did not fix bavouets nnd, with
an ald-fashioned Vermont hurraly, tnke tiint bal-
tery.  Bul the order was, ' Commence firing !

| and we did, with no thonght of but to *“stop that |
MMen tore savagely at their cartridges |

baticry.”
and cursed because their guns were foul ol it
took longer than usual to ram the charge home,
But (he five of the battery began to sineken, The
rehiel supports moved ap, and the whole line broke
into flamie and smoke, I anything, the din in-
creased @ but the hiss of the minie was not so of-
fensive as the how! and whir of eanister.

A few moments gppuarently, but in l’t‘a.li!}’ an
honr, passed ; and as ! looked around | saw, not the
solid 3
hittle group of men, binck as powder and dirs could

make them, still tearing cartridges and nexrvously | vounds from each piece, when the colonel com-

fa|

=g
VYWe

) them home, while seattered on
sed iy more than were in lina.
Poor, Lbroken, biceding old Filth Vermont, al-

the

thoughi two-thinds of your wumbers lay on the |

ground or had hobbled wounded to the rear, vet

! ¥ou were not whipped ; but over the corpses of

your former schooimates stood gnard, sid as dark-
ness let il her muntle overdhe piles of the dead,
the defiant flame still leaped forth from your line!

Late at night the shaltersd rogiment sathered

14

it<ell up, and sorrowfiilly resnmed the marech to- |

wiards the James, bul ubt wsndl the broken bridge
aeross the White Oalk Swamgy had been repaired,
and the trains, to save wiich those noble men had
so grandly died, vl erdssed in safety. My com-
pany entered the fight with Mly-nine men. and. if
my memory serves me, we lost fifty-four, leaving
only enongh to make one stack of arms. As for
myself, I earried a broken arm to Iarrison’s Lund-
ing, leaving my brother dead on the ficld—as noble
asoul as everlived. He sleogs with his schoolmuates
and comrades at Savage's Station, Va,
Isaxc M. Burrox,

Co. E, 5th Vermont Vet. Vols,,

Brig., 2d Div., 6th A, C,

A Charge That Rivaled the Light Brignde’s.

To the Editor NATroNAL TRISUNE:
This, the 1Sth of June, is a day long to be remem-
bered Ly those who took pset ‘in the charze on the

Petershurg intrenchments;nineteen yearsago, and, |

thinking it may interest sopme of our comrades, 1
send vou acopy oi the letter wrilien
MeAlbster in regard to it
famous Light Drigade on the Rusdinn works at
Bulaklava (lmunorinlized by the poet Teanvson),
the Light BHrigade went inio the tight with 673
men and caine oul with sixty-five, My regiment,
the Mirst lllinols hewvy arillery, weatl into the
charge at Pelersburg 00 strong and 1ost 632 men,
or 70 per cent, of our numbear,
Hexey E. SELLEns,
Late Lieut., Co. D, 1st Me. H, A,
Baxcor, ME,, June 15,

The following is General McAllister's letter:

Maujor Frep C. Low.

Aly Deag Sin: In all my army experience no
scene of carnage and suflering is 8o iinpressed on
my mind as that stad charge made by your regiment

{on the ISth of June,isod. The hisiory of that |

: x { charge, us well as the one preceding i, is very
own regiment remained at Montgomery untl | i o s }

frunihar to me; ¥ took part in tho fesi,

I was in command, temporurily, of the Second
brigude of our division fur a few days. The cum-
mander of that brigade having been wounded
while advancing on the enemy on the evening of
the I6th, I was ordered by Genernl Birney to take
command of it. On the moerniug of the 18th we

moved forward on the enemy’s works and carvied | st

the lirst line without muach difficulty, as the ex
were aboul lenving vhis line for the stronger one in
the rear of it, Arrviving i front of that, we found it
manned by a strong foree of artillery and infaniry,
After delaying a littie I was erdered 1o acdvanee on
the enemy's works, We went forward, ‘They
poured on my brigade a teerific starm of shot, shieli,
and ipusketry, and wy men fell like forpst leaves
under a hail storm,

Secing the uiter impessibility of advancing fur-
ther, we dropped down, plagted our standard
along the lme, and kept wp the lire, [ sentare-
port back to division headguarters and nsked what
I was to do. Orders cumie to rodive from Y post-
tion. Iudoing thisl lost heavily., On repoiting
to Genernl Molt for ordeis 1 wus anleced o place
my brigade on the reserve, ready for action. 1

replied, “Just gulng in where you caue

. out.,” 1
excialmed, " Gad beip them ! He asice

“Why?"

down.” Justas I said thi
ters rode up and said to
advance nt once,” It was done,

The briga moved offi—your fine regiment
handsomely in the front. Yo went gallaotly, not
suteeess that was impossible.  You were
o forlorn hope. oo few minutes, out of your regi-
ment, which ndvanced @ sirouy, 552 laxd low on
the Dbattlefold. soon overspresd the
field, and I was vory anxious that my wounded
men who had fillen in 1 ;
between the enemy’s and our linesshould be
ofl’, as well as those belonging 10 your brigade ap
regiment, some of whom had sdvanced <till forther
than mine. Bxpressing this anxiety, some of my
commaand volunteered the hazardons unilertaking,
and;, that it might be dope as quictly us possible, I
sent only o few, with orders to move very quictly,
iest the enemy should disissver them. With
orders they wenk. [t was necéssary to go very
ciose to the enemy's line, which they dud.
cneiny detected them, opened ire, and the oppor-
tunity was lost,

All that night we could distinetly hear the groans
of the wonmded and iheir eriesfor help; but ne
sticcor could be sent them, on account of the con-
stapt fivre. My brigade worked the whole night
long to push oor works forysd, so that we might
rescue them, That tervibley
anothier day (the 19th) : the bhattle continued with
increased fury; the sun pouyed down on the dying
and wonnded, and, aimid the rattling of musketry

renerial; * Urder the
5

Darknesy

and roaring of cannon, we heard the ories of these | et
| horses and fiy for their lives,
When the long, terrible day was over and night |

our comarndes for **water!® *watert!?

again threw her dark manties over the contending
forces, nnd the lire sinekenal, T pushed my brigade
forward and built new hpepstworks, the line of
which ran through whers your men lay the thick-
est, and most of your dend and wonned, as weil ns
mine, were brought off. Thatline was never pushed
further, but remasined gs our advanced oulpost
until the end of that great aod terrible struggle be-
fore Petersburg.

Whether history will do {ustice or not, permit
me to say that no langunge ‘éan bs too strong in its
praise of your gallint rigiment in that splondid,
noble, heroie charge, when almost three-fourths
of your number fell fightipg for their country.
This, then, my dear major, is why I regard the First
Maine heavy artillery as n good regiment.

Lam, yours, very gnuly,
Roprpe MCALLISTER,
Late Drevet Maj.-Gen, U, 8, A, Vois., 8d Div., 8d

Brig., 2d Army Corps,

The Vieksburg Canal—Some Sensible Observations,

To the Editor NaTIONAL TRIDUNE:

In your issue of June 7th Comrade Coen, of the
Ninth Connecticut, cluims that he—or, rather, his
regiment—did the first work on the Vicksburg
eanal, I presume ho is right, as a ditch had been
mﬁe thore belore, which went by the name of
“* Ben Butler's diteh.” Bug if it was dug twenty
feel deep, as Comrada Coen states, some one must
have filled it up or else it caved in very badly, for
when we went there it was a very poor excuse for
# canal—hardly o good ditel, Ishould have men-

passed rapidly back and forth, and |

saw a hig buttornul- |
colored chep step from behind a tree and delib- |

| O Hor

ne of familinr faces, but here and there o |

| wheel, and the whole regiment fived vpon us,

. either killed or wouunded,

by General |

In the charge of the | judge of iis value,

' sereeching of shells overhead.

Whera is oy old brigade?” Genernl Mott |

s works |

uriots charge and lay |

AN s
is61 has restlted in many pléasant reanions sinee, |
nnd tho annix 3—is seldom forgotten, |

e
e

The |

ight at Jast broke into |

mper as Tae Trrevxe published, and only wonder
w An old soldier can or will do without it. I
would not miss such a treat for five times the cost,

Three or four yeara of toil and hlnhhzumrs amid
shot and shell, fatigue, and danger, bo us old
veterans together like a band of brothers, and now
that we are scaliered throughout the length and
breadth of the land it is a blessed privilege (o have
such a medium of communicating with each other
as is nfforded by the colums of Tus TrRigvseE., So
let us thank the editor, and, to further show ocur
appreciation, subseribe at once for THE TRIBUNE
Let the list of subseribers be increased to 300,000
instead of 100,000,

The most interesting portion of the history of the
Iate war has never yei been published—the part
taken by the rank and file of the whole army,—but
al this late day is now being given to the world in
the columns of Tne NamosaL TRISUNXE. As you
are giving us a fuir deal, Mr. Editor, and publish-
ing a soldier's paper, try and get in as many sol-
dier's lelters as you ean—the more the betler. Let
the seventh page—which is the best of all—spread
onut all you can.

I hope some member of the Second division,

Fifleenth Army Corps, will give us n description of |

the bhattle of Dallas, Ga., where the rebels eharged
on our lines on Ssturday afternoon. On Sundaey, at
midnizht, a rebel color-bearer planted his §
the divt dug out of our rifle-pits, ui the point of the
!.) wonet, and fell pierced through with seven bul-
1els,
Ohto; at any rate, it waa the regiment that joined
my own on the right,
desperate charging that was done during the war—
or, at least, that the writer had anything to dowith,

I have snxiously perused the colmnns of Tos
TrisvNE for an account of the massacre at Fort
Pillow. Will Caplain R. FI. Benson, of Co. H,
Thirtyv-second Towa volunteer infuniry, now resid-
ing at Hampton, Harden county, In., do us the
favor to write a deseription for Tie TrRinvNyE?
wus there, or near there, at the lime., 1 hope that
all soldiers who relate their experiences in Tae
TrieUNE will refrain from declaring that their reg-
iment, or even the corps to which they belouged,
wosany better or did harder and better Bohting
than any other.
Corps seetn to think they did better fighting than
the rest, and membos of the Fourteenth
equally positive, while the facts nre that they all
didd well, W. A Simoxs,

Late Co. B, 127th I, V. 1., 2 Div., 15th A, Q.

Necicu, NE=,

An Iacident of the Second Bull Ron.

T Temuxe remind mwme of one that happened
at the second Bull Ran fight, which few ha
portunity (o olwerve, Al the time referred to [ was

; the st Marylond cavalry and detailad

oit the stalf of the Eleventh Caorps, then com-

2 ; s | manded by Genernd Sigel, wlio sent me, aboat 11
{o tind ourselves econfronied 11}' a rebel batiery,

a. . of Friday, with a mesage
thoen engaged with his beizn
fromm West Virginia and ¢

to General MMilroy,
composed of iroops
Making my way to

the front throngh a sparse wood of large trees, | |
| noticed that our line was broken and our infantry

failing back, and haviag passed, about two bhun-
dred yuards back, fwo howitzers and ten men . —the

¢ howilzers were ealled by the Germons in e corps !
r—1 inmedintely torned and |

the " Shekess ' batte:
rode for them and hurried them up o a clump of
abhout five trees just outside the woods. As we

reached this position the rebs, who had charged in

¢ o solid column through our infitntry, had reformeed

thesr column, led by aSouth Coroling regiinent with
a Palmetto flag i
thie woods, marching as steadily us if on paoade, and
looXing as though there was nothing else for them
to do. ¥ therenpon ordered the sergeant com-

manding the two howitzers to give them canister |

or grape. The rebs had not seen us yet, although
net more than one huadred yards ofl, as we were
ot their left flank, but we had only timne to fire two

munding the Palinetto re siment ordered s lefi !

lefb more than half our nien and one prece of artil-
lezy —the two mules attaohed to it having beon

ail’ swith the other pis
had not fived too ki
escaperd

b, not ene of us conld bave
After delivering their fire a part of the

| regiment rushed up aad deagged ol the gun we

were foreed to Teave; bat st ihgt moment Generul
Sigel had ordered up three full batieries on the

rising ground in ront of the rebs, und then com- |

menced o ost terrilic plunging five from the bat-
tortes into the solid body of infntry at not more
than two humdred yards distance. The rebs, al-

| though taken by surprise, reforined two or three

times and attcupted to charge the batteries, but
the havoe st such short muge was fearful, and, after

| exhibiting the most splendid coumge, they were

obliged to retreat, leaving piles of dead and wouand-
ed. I then rode up to General Siggel and reported
that I had lost one of his *=Shekess™ guns, lie
lnughed anid said he had seen it all,

I refer to this litle affivir, becanse come few vears
sinee, during the iast riot, a soldier whose nmme
was Smith, and who said that he had served with
General Pope, was writing a history of that hattle,
aud, in the presence of several gentlemen, bragged

that he knew more about that battle than any wan |

living, and in spenking of the above incident gave

the credit to o caplain whose name I da net re- |
If the other |

member, bot who was not present. ;
part of his history is not more accurste than his
necount of this affuir, your readers will readily

Masos.
DBagrivons, Mbp,

Reminiscences of the First Batile of the War,
To the Editor NATIOSAL TRIEUNE:
To-day—iune 3, 1855—is the twenty-second anni-

vevaary of the -tirst Jand engagement of th= war, |

Om Sunday morning, June 2, 1361, a bricade of the
Uanion #rmy, under command of Colonel Kelley, of
the First Virgiuia, together withs the Sixth, Seventh
and Niuth Indiana and Foorteenth and Sixteenth
Chio, left camp at Fedterman and Grafton, Vi, ona
forced march for—ino one knew where, but the
troops were pushed rapidly forward the entire day
and night, following the Tygart Valley River

| after dark, and fording and re-fording that moun-

Lain stream nuinercus times, The night was very

¢ dark, the bed of the stremin quite rocky, aad the
[ water at times was waist deep, while the rain des-
cended in torrents.  Fioally, the comumand left the |

valley and followed o trail or bridle path across
the mountain. It was now so dark the men could
havdly distinguish  their ile-lenders, and while
stumbling along over stones and into holes, the
men were bronght suddenly to a sense of
ituation by rapid firing in front, The

sand,
Fix bayosiels! wis given, and in this v

r they
ring cach other with their own bayo

umn of wen were grected with the flash and deep
roar of esnnon directly in their front, and the

eannon shots were fired, when (the colors having

| been unfuried in the mesatiniel the hattery masde |

the discovery that they bad been firing on their
own men. It was the Cleveland (Ohia) Baltery,
Colonel Barnett, who had tsken a position (o epen
an sitack oa the enemy’s frong, while the troops

they took to Le Confederate re-cnforcements, had |

their guide not missed his way, would have taken
their position thrce miles to the resr, on the Bever-
ley pike, to cut off the retreat. The Ninth Indiana,
Major-General B. I 3Milroy's regimeni. donbje-
quicked up the side of the inouninm, and, maaing
tie top, looke 1 down npon the town of l'hifi{’pi,
which seeningly Inv at their feet, along the FPygart
Valley., Tae buttery was turned gpon the fown,
where eitizens sad =oldiers were fleeing in grent

Just arovnd » spur of the mountain,
upon which the Ninth Iodiana had halled, they
spied o detachment of Confodernte soldiers crossing
a meadow, evidentiy for the purpose of getting
nnder cover and eseaping in the mountains: but
before parting, the nth, by way of introduction,
gave then: a volley a1 their minie rifles. The
Confederates were npany E of the Twenty-fifth
Virginin; and in that company was W, H. Hame-
mer, 8 vesident of this place for the past sixteen
voears, bod at that thue of the vivinily of
Yo, |
the wi

SV O

(| wWiNns

e, 1120 a citizen of this place for the pasé
v years, but, at the
La Porte, Ind. This stmonge mecting of
ersary —June
Mr. Hammer saya he thought there were several
thousand shots fired in that velley, but he could
not gecount for the continuouns snapping of the
irtins from our position, " We rise 10 explain™:
The Ninth Todiann was armed with the Springficld

1 S . - - » "
minie rifle, the fuse or seli-priming locks had be-
come dampened in the rain which we bad been |

expoied to during the wiglit, thus causing the snap-
ping of s¢veral fases belore one would ignite the
cartride,

The first amputation of the war was performed
hy Surgeon New, of the Seventh Indiona, sl this
time and plaee, upon the leg of a Confederste
gitizen, who, with a number of soldiers, had
heen olwerved to go into 3 barn to get out their
A six-pound solid
round cannon shot strueck the ground aboui thirty
feet off, and glancing, struck the barn, and after
wonnding thisinan, who was gelting out his horse,
and pussing through several stalls, dropped on the
floor. The shot was from the Cleveland Battery.
The punner who ranuned the shot down the gun
picked it op and said he would 'teep il in memory
of the lirst battle,

The writerwas present in the barn at the time
the shol was picked np, and both saw and bad it in
Itia hands, The wounded myan was found up in the
haymow nlone, where he had elimbed, unaided,
with his wounded leg hanging by nsmall part of the
akin, and there, in the mow, the amputation was
performed. Thewriter distinatly remembers boing
present in the mow while some heartless soldiers
were viewing the limb by turning it over and over
with a pitehfork. Will not some one who was pre-
sent, or knows of this shot or ampntation, please
speak through the columups of TEE TriRusE?

Mr, Hanmer passed through some foriy batiles
unharmed, and was o prisonerof war three monihs
at Point Lookout and eleven months at Elmira

risons. He is a valuable citizen—coutlractor and

uilder, and the subscriber is a * Disciple of Faust™
in thé art preservative of all arts, And while our
memory wianders back to the warriors of 1861 and
this stiange introduetion and the four years of
waged warfure, we forget that we crossed swords,
for we both are now members of Garfleld Com-
mandery, No. 28, K, T., of this place.

J. L. MILLIEAN,
Wasnwxarox C. H,, O=to0.

What They Think of The Tribune in Oregom.

':anld! mnd I ho lh‘.n d?yui.:mt mddmu
ex or, an
when that will be lhp:m I often find an article

| little was ever learned concerning Lis family.

rin |

I think he fell in front of the Filty-fourth |

This I consider the most |

| o Nebraska a few years after the war, and has

He |
| trueted in the service, but bad pot eoliected much,

| Comrade Lawson wasa kind-hearted, good-nuatured

Some members of the Twentieth |

i his last hours he was cared for by the members of
are |

| flaz for cur Nmtion's anfety,

tan op- |

yving, and were just emerging from |

the rost of us getting |
At that distanes, if they |

¢ little,

| give the boys o rest until they take it in self-de-

their |

ihy ve : : o - 7 | Howe's coimpany, Fifly-sev S
vomarched @ miie or two aver this rough, dark Pati |}

wpr eis, |
e AR 2 fserod o st col= |+ = 3
ame, and the fagged and wornoui col- | bridee, who was tr
F Tunner ealled the Adel

| Tiots in
Fifteen or twenty |

aunton, |

me mentioned, a eiti- |

i Has there ev
| written?

THE EDITORS TABLE.

A Glanee at the Contents of The!

Tribane’s Mail.

Where Are the Heirs?
To the Editor NaTioyarL Tumurs=:

On the 9th of April, 1853, cightren years after the
surrender of the Confedersie forces, there died ag
Hebron, Nebraska, an old velerun, far from his
mskive Stufe and relatives, Comrade Andrew [aw-
son, late of company D, Eleventh Rhode Isiand
infantry, who calisted at Providence, B 1., an the
15th of September, 15862, Flis age at the time of his
death was albiout 55 years, as shown by the records
of Morton Post, of which e was a member.

Comridde Lawson was a very quiet man, and buat
The
circnmstances of his jife, as 1 have been able to
galber themn, are somewhiad ns fellows :

Previous to the war he was an engrmiver in one of
the large manufacturing establishiments at Lowsll,
Mnss, When he enlisted bse lefl Lis wile and two
children, o girl and boy, in Boston, Muass__ and he
didd not return (o them aiter the war. T am told
that he gaveas & reason for not returning that |
he thought them better off without him. He esme

mikie Lis home in Hebron for aboul seven years
Although hia health was poor he had saved a Jittle |
property, which will soon be in shage to turn over |
to his heirs if any can be found. Fie had made an
application for o pension on aceonnt of disease con-

is any, of the avidence necessary to prove his claim,

man, ever ready (o assist a commrde in thne of need,
and those who knew him best have reason o
believe that he wns a troe and worthy soldier. In

Marion Post. In the sbsence of wife and mother
10 hand ean adininister to the dying sofdier better
than comrules who have foughs under the same

His funeral was con-
ducted by the Post, and his reswmins now rest in
poace in o beautiful lot in the Hebrou cemetery,
where with the coming years his grave will reveive
its annuaal “ Dedieation™ while Morton Post cois-

tinues to exist, which, it is ll--}l‘i“]_ will be vuul the
God of war and of peace shall eall the st of us to
Le muastered with cotnmd

I have besn nppoint :
Lawson's estate, nud shall be
one who can give nny information conceerning the
widow and children of our o
There will be something left for
penses of hissickness and funersi g
it will be a comfurt to them to kunow t 5.t
houars he was kindly cared for by ex-soldiers—the
bravest of whom make the

st boefore.
instrator of Comrule |

gind to henr from any

gentiest nurses,
W. 11 Banuen,
Hzsrox, NEs, Adj'y, Morton Post

B
The Resuit of Delay in Seitlinz Penslon Claims,
To the Editor NaTroxarn Trimvse:

Iam an ald scldier. I enlisted in company I,
Twentieth Tliinois volunteer infuntry, early m 1561,
and was the cighth man to respond o the eall of
our country lrom Iroqueis connty. I
inio the service April 22, 1861, and enliste
years of during the war, and serverl my o
fritlvdfnily duriug ail that time. I

I was in the hatiles
of Fredericksburg, Missouri; Beliwont, Missouri: |
the tuking of Fort Henry and Fort Douelson, Ten-
vesser;  PMiltsburg Landing and Shiloh ; Thomp-
son's B Raymond, 3ississippi; the siege of
Vicksburg, and mn other smaller hattles and
skirmishes, and ret e« to my old home s broken
down and & broken o soldier, without Kealth and
withoul money. have tried, ns far as my health
and weans wonld aliow, to get & little home, where
iy wife and 1 epuld live in our deelining vears
with a little comfort, and ! had made a fittle home
in Spearfish, Dakota, when the floods cume and
destroved it, exposine us to the wet and enid, so
that I am now laid up with my old anny trouble—
tie rheumatism,—and can bhelp mysell but very
Now is the time that I stand in need of my
pension if I ever didh in all wy Jite, so that I can fix |
up my little bome agnin. I has been three Jopng
yeurs since I made application for my pension, and

I do hope I will get it soon. 1 don't Sud fmalt with
Generel Dudley nor any one else. I know that he
hias a zreat work to do. Titos, JerrEasos,

SrEARPISH, DAROTA, Co. I 20th Iil. V.L

Salishary and Anderssnville Compared.
To the Editor NamoxAL Taisvys:

In looking over your list of the National ecome- |
teries I was particulariy siruck by the comparative
statement of the number of 1atermenis ot Awder-
sonville and Salisbury., I was a prisoner mveelf
st the Iatter prison, and would fike to have its
horrors shown up in their frue light, Andesson-
ville isalwaysreferred to as™ the hell, " bat | think
the fizures published in your paper show thas Sal-
isbury deserves the name guite as much, They are
as follows: Awndersonvills, known, 127%: un-
known, 521;: total, 137i4 Salishury, known, %4:
unknown, 12082 tetal, 12,126, Excess at Andar-
sonviile over Salisbury, 1.553. Now, if [ had the
facts and foures, I would like to show the differ-
ence in the (wo prisons when they were estsbiished
as military priscns; how long they were used as
such; how many prisoners were confined in  them
from first to [ast, and T think if those facts were
cbtainable the Andersonville prisoners would
admit thet we of Salisbury were no betler off.
When strangers, learmdog that I was an ex-pris-
oner, have asked what prisan I was in, and been
told ** Salisbury.” T have seen aloock pass over their
faces, which said as elog ity 28 words: “Uhb,
well, you were not in Andecsonville”

New Wisreavorr, Me G. H. Fisuen,

What One of Our Connectient Friends Has Done,
To the Editor NaTiovarn Trisvse:

Inclosed please find the names of five new sub-
scribers and the ammunition necessary for the
proper forwarding of the saune.  This squad makes
{12 reernits thet i bave prevailed npon to join the
runks of the veteran's defendep, Tuz NAriowaL
Trinvse, aud I bez of you not to think that I will

fense, Nineteen vears ago to<dsy my clde=t brother
received s doath wound 1o the ehurge on the teld
of Pelerzburg. He was a T Captain

- s==achnsetls val-
I have o brother living in Waltham, whe

et of

Leers.

New York, they were ordered »

son River on duaty. 1 enlisted in1362g
cninpany B, Forty-fourth Massachuset
teers, Out of four boys, three of us were
serviee of our country. viu. M. RoGgans,
Serg.-3aj., R O. Tyler Post, |

Hartrorp, CoNN.

Anothar €all for an 0ld Camp Song,
To the Editor NaTio¥aL TRIBUSE:

Will some comrade furnish Tae Tereose with
the words of the song that contains tlus verse:

he day of the battle, the eannons 4

1 rattle,
wal has besn on the dack prison

Caonrs,
Oh, ths armuy agnin; ves, the army
Bhall I never see my old comma!
If ever [ live till the sun
I'm bound to go back 10 the wmy

1 heard thia sung by some New York
isoners a$ Annapolis, Md_ ; also in

w. Would §: to have the halance
Heo Club, W. H. Moans,
xACE, Pa.

Towa In the War.
To the Eprron NATIASAL TRIBUSNE:

Inclosed plesse find €1 for one pew subser{Ber. |
BUXE is the paper readd tirst by wy oldest |
bov, who is named after inyv olil leasder, 7. 5. Grant.
LOWR regioer (s
apatie give & de- |

e of Iuks, |
A dapTIiN, i
Co. €, 3¢h lowa V. L

[The only official histories of Iowa regiment= |
were written for the Adjutant-General of fowa
(Baker), and pubiished in his reports in the
vears 1566 and 18G7. Soms regiments, how-
ever, did not respond to his reguest, L. D,
Ingarsoll’s * Towa and the Robellion ™ has quita
a full deseription of" all Towa regimenis, and is
one of the best histories of the war from a
Western standpoint.—ED.]

wen 8 hisl wy ol the
Will some one who s«
seription of the Filth lowa al U
Miss ? §. 1
Macs, Inp,

The Capture of Jeif Payin

To the Editor NaTioNaL Trisvse:

In a late issus of your paper I noticed a state-
ment in your Chronology of the War, thas Jefl
Iravis was capinred by the First Wiscomsin and
Fourth Michignn eavalry. Now, [ positively disg-
pute this statement, so far as regards the Pirsg Wis-
consin, even if they did get a share of the reward
offered for his onpture—thercby Keeping s portion
of the Fourth, that were out altor him the aame as
they were, out of their share of the reward, I
they helped to capture Davis, why didn’t they
send an escort to Washington with hin the same
aa the Fourth Michigan Jid?

Cuesrer Bannex,
rad, Co. B, Fourth Mich, Vol, Cav,
WessErvILLR, MICH.

An Appeal for Sergeant Mason’s Heleasa
To the Editor NATIONAL TRIZUNE:

As soldiers of the late war and members of the
G. A. R, we do think that Scrgeant Mascn should
be released from prison. 45 he has already suffered
too much for merely shooting st that brute of &
man—Guitean. We wonld like to hear the volee
of 15p soldiers regarding i, for we know every
soldier and loi"al citizen would sign a petition for
his releass, in

ing you will publfish this
ours—the
ynomm,

paperd, we ure, yours, &o.,
NEB. O. B. FoszEz aud others.

Who Can Shed Any Light en This Matter?
To the Editor NATIONAL TRIBTNE:

CHRONOLOGY OF THE WAR.

The Leading Esents of the War Arranged by
Weekly Anniversaries,

1861,
July 2-21. Campaign in the Valley of the Shenane

doah, Va., ander Gen, Palterson,

2 Engagement at Fulliog Waters, Vi, by
Ist troop of Philndeiphia City caw,,
MeMutlin's Range=s. and detachmeng
of 24 U. S cav.; battery B, |
and F, 4th U. S ark.; b,
and 23 Pa. and Isé Wis inf

& Oc.‘l:p.'zt:nn of Martinshuy = /8
troops under Gen, Putterson,
irmish at Harper's Ferry, Va, by
sompanies A pod G, S0l N, Y. inf

ish at¢ Fanniogton, fo., by 6ih
mf
e~ $ near Carthogs, Mo, by 2l
ith Mo, inf. and Huckof's baltery
«f Mo, art.
Surrender at Neoshao, Mo., by rifls come
pany B, 24 Mo, inf.
Skirmish near Newport News, Va, by
company F. %A N, Y. inf
Skirreish nt Middle Fork Bridge W.Va,
by 3d Ghio inf.
Skirmish as Grent Falls, Md., by com=
pany B, 5th bats. D. C_ inf
Skirmish ab Glenville, W, Va., by de=
tachiment of 171l Ohilo inf
Skirmish at Bealingtoo and Lavvel Hilk,
WL":J. by ldth Clio xnd T3k and 95h

Va,

1882,

Battle of Malvern Hill, Va. Penfnsalne
envipniyn under Gen. MeCluilan,

Skirmnsh at Cherry Grove, Mo, by des
tachments of 3d, 1ith and 123h Mo
Neate miliths eav.

Action at Pooneville, Miss, by 24 Mich.
and 2} fown env.

Skirmish near Fort Fumnace, Va., by
vetachoeent of st W, Va, cuv

Skirmish al Huntaville, Als by detach.
wment of ith Uhio cav
connatspace ap Powell®s Big Forl
Vailey, Va, by detnchments of 153

o enw. an Z5sth Pa ind
ot Malvern i k. Va. ‘r-.;.- ith
and detacinuents of h snd
U. S inf; &d Px env., sndd bag-
(i, st 5. Y. st
uish at Loeust Grove, [nid Ter., by
gies D, E and B, %5 Kan. eav.
A QLY rosd,
U, 3 GV
il oviar Hoarrson's Landing,
by Tih W_ ¥a, i and S Olito
- UrE.
issines from Harrison’s Land-
inge. Vo, by Stis . v,

Skirmiaiy at Westover, Va,, by @th Ohio
el

Skirmish at Battle Creek, Tonn., by dee

yment of $th Ky, o
mish on Hutehte River, Miss., by
wih Ll eaw,

Artion ab Grand Praivie, Ark., by des
elinent of 24th Jad, il

Skirusish a2t Bayow Cnche, Ark., by 2d
lowy cav,

Action at Salem, Mo, by Sth Kaa esv,

Expeditivn towands Chapel Hill, Mo,
by detechment of st Mo, ey,

Action as Hill's plantation, Cache River,

T Ark.. by detcivmenis of Ing Il sy,
and 354 14 and Bloy Wik, puf

Action a8 Rome Hill, Ark, by 24 batt
of Ia% Ind. eav.

Skirmish at Bayon de View, Ark., by
od btk of Ise Ind cav. and detacn-
ment of 1ith Win 1afd

Skiruish at Inman’s fAcllow, Me., by
ecrnpanies B and D, 24 Mo, cny.

Skirmish near Puvall™s Dlud, sk, by
detacinnent of Jth Ind. i

1563,

Occupatinn of Tullaboma, Tenn., by
Maj.-Gen. Roseerany’ asmy.,

Batite of Gettysburg, Pa., by Is8 Corps,
Maj-ten. J. F. Reynouss; Zd Corps,
Mag -Gen. W 3. Maecock: 2d Cerps,
Maj-Gen. D E. Sickles; il Conps,
Mxj.-Gen. George Sykes; 6th Carps,
Map-Gem J. Sedgwici ; 1ith Corps,
Majp-Gen, O. O, Howand: b Corps,
Maj-Gen. H. W. Swenm; Csralry
Corps, Maj-Gen. A, Pleusouion;
Armny of the Puios ac, commuanded
by Alai-Gen. G. E dMeade: includes
eavalry skirmish o8 Hooterstown,

Engogement at Messengers aud Bridge-
port Ferries, Black River, Miss,,
by portion of the ITih Cargs,

Engngement at Cabin Ureek, Ind. Terre.,
by Al Wis, 6eth and %h Kap,, and 24
Col. cav., Ist Kan. 79th U. S. €. T,
and 3d Kan. Indian Home Guards

328, Morgan's mid into Kentucky, Ohio, and
Lsliang, by eavalry, commanded by
Brigtsen, EE H Holson; incindes
sikinnishes at Durkesville, July 2d;
Colambia, 3d; Green River
4t ; Lebanmon, 3th;
b Corydon, lmd | 9th; eapture
rbders a3 Buffingtoa Islaad, O, 128k,
and fusl capiare at New Lisbon omn
e 2ok, by Gen. Shackelford.

2 Epngagemen. at Baltimore Cross- Roads,
Va., by portion of il Corps, com-
nmnded by Maj -Gen, Keyes,

Eugugement at Eik River, fenm, by
cavalry, Army of the Cumbarinnd.
Skivmnsl o8 Dotlom's Seidge, Va, by

3th Penn. cav,

Skirmish abt Beverly, Va,, hy I0th W,
Vi vols. and batery G, W. YV szt
Active ad Marrowbons or Burkesville,

Ky., by st and %t Ky, cav. and 24y
I battery; Morzaa's vadd,

Skirinish a8 Springicikd Landing, Es.,

by 24 K. L cav.
kirmish at Fuirfleld, Po, by A UT. 8
CHv.

& Action ot Celnmbia, Ky by lst Ky and
2d Ohlo cav. nud Bih Ysio mounted
vois ., Morgan's raid,

Skunuish o8 University Place, Tenn., by
tilh Ky, ewv,

Aciion ot Green River Bridze, or Tebb's
Penel, Ky., by five cvtopanics of the

= fwh. vols . Mocighan's eald,

EBieongewmont st Bolten nnd B rdsang
Fersy, Big Black Hiver, §isa by
treops cominamled by Maj.-Gen. W,

V.

-t

Swrrende
4 En i by ona
Corps, com-
M. Prentise,
-y Gap ond
3 cnv, div,
I, s,

by
» by SGth Ky,
pestition, Tenn., by 104
¥. i T Lifvio cav,
Evogemsent sl Quaker Bridge, alse
known ss Comfort, N, C,, by R N
, and i M <lst and
cle,, and Belrer's and

AT T
LV iSO
manded by Maj. -

enialidl OF UG

Qv AT
& Aetion

@&V, 4

wlne,
M, by 3d eaw,
B,
, Bixek Rives,
v ot [EL veols,
Ioth o,

spuart,

at fnka,
. ERF.
Boonshoro',

s, Cav.

ALl by Isb
Lorps, Anmay
rinish gk Geand Puss, Tort Halleek,
wi Tare, by 0th Kao wols ;: Indisg

Redwood Creek, Cal.,
0 it Bt aof C
re; Imelias
i MRV
malh, Miss, |
il [ooa vals,
at ilarper’s Forry Bridge, Vin,
by Polomae Home Srigade mad 1s8
Ansa, heavy ass.

1864.

Engaigements in
Vo, Dy 24, 7
of the 1 e,
Cores, Army of LabeEm,

Skiroaish ut Pine Binll, 1k, by sith T
- W L,

2 Shuwaish st Ssulsbury, Miss., by 34

SOWR UV,

Engagenicut a8 Fort Johnson, James
Leland, 5. O, by wroups of the Depaste
meant of e Suulls

Engagement at Nickzjaek Creek, o

sSmmyran and Vigleg =tusion, by Apny
ef the Uumberiang and Arwy of the
Tenessen,

Skirmizh at Platte City, Mo., by Jth Mo,

mihtincav.

Skirmish st North Mountain, Va, by
Tpost of the IZhhb Obio N. i
Expedition from Vieksbhurs o Jaokeon,

Jitse, | Gy Uoopaef Ist v, 1Teh Corpa
SEiruish al Lestown, Vo, by Ist N. ¥.

cav. snd ldth W, Va vuis
Skirmnizh a8 Hammack's Mills, Noxik

Hiver, W. Va,, by 1354 Okio N. G,
Shirmish at Seurcy, Ark., by detache

ment of 3d Ark. cav.,

Skivmish at Vieksburg, Miss, by 4tk

U.& C.T. (linh La.)

Skirmish in Clay ovaniy, Mo, by Bth

Mo, ualitia cav.,
Skirmish a1t Ciinton, MWisa Yy &1 Wi
env., during expaditivn to Jackson,
Action ab Point of Reeks, Md,, by Md
Putoaawe Home Beijgade
Action at Celcman’'s plmistion, neas
Port Gilwon, Miss, by 2 U S QT
(2 Misa ) and Mise Muuine Pn
&7. Action =4 Bolivar acd XMaryd
Heigins, Va,, by reserve div. of the
Army of West Yieginia
18 Smith's expedizion Gom Ta G
E_um.. to Tupelo, Miss., by st and
tvisions, 16th Corps, cnvairy brigude,
Al one brigade U, S, €. T.
7. Engagemiont ot Joha's Isiand, & G,
by woeops af the dept. of the Sonth,
& Action ag n, Peacant Valley,
M, by Iss Md. cav., Putomae H. Bl
&4 Sn&pmtﬂ at Jackson, M. Ias
o Ak 760, T (. valmd
cav., .
expedition to

: Jackson,
& Skirmish ab Little Biue, Mo., by 3d Col.
Skirmialy Zion Chareb,
Seram i

“ormal, neag
57 ol winpany of e

cend A

of Petershurng,
"o ‘_'.-f:.):l‘ .-u*n.y
Lth aud ISt

[+

- |
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